
Guided Reading 
	

	

	
Take	your	time	to	read	the	article	entitled	 ‘Bad	news	as	Arctic	sea	ice	shrinks’,	
which	appeared	in	The	Week	Junior	on	1st	October	2016.			
	
Next,	answer	the	questions	below.	
	

			



	

	

	

	

1. Where does the word ‘Arctic ’ come from? 

2. What is a constel lation? 

3. What record did Benji  Edwards set? 

4. How does Benji  Edwards describe his recent challenge? 

5. What is the landscape like in the Arctic? 

6. Name one animal that you might see there. 

7. According to the National Snow and Ice Data Centre (NSIDC), what happened 

during the f irst  ten days of September 2016? 

8. By how much has the Arctic sea ice extent changed in recent years 

(difference between the f igures given for September 2014 and 

September 2016)? 

9. What three reasons are given for the Arctic sea ice shrinking? 

10. Why is sea ice so important? 

11. At what rate is sea ice in the Arctic currently decreasing? 

12. What three things that might happen to our planet if the Arctic sea ice 

continues to shrink or the low levels of sea ice become more long-term? 

 

 

 

	Quest ions   



 

 

 

1. The word Arctic comes from the Greek word arctos, meaning bear. 

2. A constellation is a group of stars that create a recognisable pattern. 

3. Benji Edwards became the youngest person to sail around the North Pole in one 

season. 

4. Benji Edwards described his recent challenge as ‘amazing, but also alarming’. 

5. The landscape is cast and barren. 

6. You might see a polar bear. 

7. During the first 10 days of the month, the sea ice in the Arctic melted to its 

second-lowest level since records began. 

8. It has changed by 0.11 million square miles, or 110,000 square miles. (1.71 

million square miles in September 2014 to 1.6 million square miles in 

September 2016). 

9. The three reasons are:  

a. Natural melt owing to warmer weather during summer months. 

b. The rate of global warming is speeding up. 

c. Thinner sea ice than usual so it didn’t take long to disappear. 

10.  Vast areas of sea ice help keep the planet’s climate stable. 

11.  13% every ten years. The same as losing more than the size of Scotland every 

year. 

12.  The three things that might happen to our planet due to shrinking sea ice are: 

a. It might affect the planet’s weather system. 

b. More flooding due to rising sea levels caused by melting ice. 

c. It will be harder for animals, such as polar bears, to survive. 

 

	 Answers  


